
Welcome to our second 
edition of the CHR Press for 
the Central Hudson Region 
PTA.  It has all the highlights 
of past events such as the 
2010 Presidents/Principals 
Dinner, Council Tea, Holiday 
G a t h e r i n g ,  t h e  20 11 
L e g i s l a t i o n / E d u c a t i o n 
B reak fas t ,  Re f l ec t i ons 
C e l e b r a t i o n ,  S p r i n g 
Conference, Stanley Marcus 
Youth Humanitarian Award 
Dinner, and the Jenkins 
Scholarship Winner. 

Thanks to May Neils for her 
tremendous input and 
design for this second issue 
and to the Region Board 
members who contributed 
to the articles. 
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2010 Presidents/Principals Dinner  

This yearôs Keynote speaker 
was Assemblyman Kenneth 
Zebrowski. Mr. Zebrowski 
spoke about educational 
funding in Albany and the 
needs of the educational 
funding system to be 
changed. 

Directories for the Central 
Hudson Region were 
distributed to the unit and 

council presidents. 

Once again, there was a 
vendors fair in which seven 
vendors were represented. 
The vendors were: EPIC, 
Barnes & Noble, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, 
Equal Exchange, Mixed 
Bags Designs, Music 
Masters, and Veggiecation 
Program. Each vendor 

The 2010 Central Hudson 
Region Presidents/Principals 
Dinner was held on October  
21, 2010 at the Casa Mia 
Manor House in Blauvelt, 
NY. The restaurant served a 
scrumptious meal. There 
were one hundred and 
fifteen attendees, forty four 
units and four councils were 
represented. 

supplied a beautiful door 
prize. These prizes were 
presented at the end of the 
dinner. 

As always, the event was a 
huge success and a good 
time was had by all! 

- Laurie Becker 
   Presidents/Principals 
   Dinner Chair 
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Please feel free to contact 
Merle Payne, Region 
D i r e c t o r ,  a t 
centralhudsonrd@nyspta.org 
if you wish to contribute to 
our newsletter, CHR Press! 

Enjoy Reading!!! 

 

- Merle Payne 

  Central Hudson Region 
  PTA Director 



The continuation for the need 
for Central Hudson Region 
Council PTA Presidents to 
become involved with their 
Region to bring about a 
smooth transition and be a 
strong support for their PTA 
U n i t s  s t i l l  p r e v a i l s , 
COLLABORATION  being the 
main objective. 

On Saturday, November 20th, 
2010, Central Hudson Region 
held its second Annual 
Region Council Tea from 10 
AM to 12 noon at the Tuxedo 
Park Library in Orange 
County. Six of the nine PTA 
Council Presidents attended: 
Dorothy Atzl - Clarkstown, 
Kim Foskew - East Ramapo, 
Donna Priest - North 
Rockland, Amany Dgheim - 
Ramapo Central, Maureen 
Howard - Valley Central and 
Katie Bisaro - Warwick Valley.  

Several Central Hudson 
Region Board Members 
participated as well: Merle 
Payne - Region Director, 
Laurie Becker - Associate 
D i rec to r ,  J eanneMar ie 
Flanagan - Treasurer, Patty 

Gustafson - Bylaws Chair, 
Cindy Tangney - Parent 
Involvement Chair, Mary 
A n n  S t e v e n s o n  - 
Reflections Chair and 
R e bec c a  Thom as  - 
E d u c a t i o n / S p e c i a l 
Education Chair. 

Refreshments of donuts, 
homemade pumpkin pie 
(JeanneMarieôs specialty), 
coffee, and tea were served 
throughout the morning. 
Central Hudson Region 
folder packets containing 
information about the NYS 
PTA restructuring changes 
were discussed as well as 
particular problems per 
c o u n c i l .  E v e r y o n e 
collaborated  with each 
other.  

Two presenters gave a 
short talk centered on their 
advocacy. Beth Nottingham 
from Barnes & Noble talked 
about school book fairs and 
Carrie Steindorf from The 
R o c k l a n d  C o u n t y 
Department of Health talked 
about healthy fundraisers 
fo r  schools /nut r i t ious 

snacks.  

Kudos was received from 
the attendees! This event 
will be repeated next year 
and hopefully have all nine 
PTA Council Presidents 
present. The gathering 

Central Hudson Region Council Tea 2010  
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Holiday Gathering 2010  

Many holiday festivities/
celebrations happen during 
the month of December.  
Central Hudson Region 
repeated its ñPasta Night 
Holiday Gatheringò at a 
local Rockland restaurant.  

On December 8th Central 
Hudson Region PTA board 
members: Laurie Becker, 
Elia Soba-Cuevas, Vic 
Czajkowski, JeannMarie 
Flanagan, Mary Frascone, 
Daniel Freedman, Michael 
Freedman, Patty Gustafson, 
Merle Payne, Mary Ann 
S tevens on ,  Rebec c a 
Thomas, and Christine 
Webb enjoyed soup, salad, 

bread, assorted pastas and 
sauces, soda, coffee/tea, 
special holiday cake, token 
gifts, and each otherôs 
company collaboratively at 
this celebratory event.  

Using our tax exemption 
with each attendee paying 
their own set fee and the 
RD treating for the gratuity, 
a very enjoyable social 
evening was had by all! 
BRAVO TO NEXT YEAR 
2011!! 

- Merle Payne 

  Central Hudson Region 
  PTA Director   

fulfilled the cohesiveness 
between the PTA Council 
and the Region. See more 
of you in November 2011! 

- Merle Payne 

  Central Hudson Region 
  PTA Director   


